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 Excerpt from Courier, Vol. 35: News Magazine of the National Park Service; October, 1990

To interpret this room is a ranger's greatest challenge because the high expectations of the visitor
and, indeed, the events which transpired here, make it the most energy-filled room in the entire

park. I take my time, manipulating the effectiveness of the pause at key points so that visitors can
process the significance of those events. I begin my presentation with a brief summary of the
constitutional issues that gave force to the Revolutionary movement. The phrases No taxation

without representation and virtual versus actual representation seem to flow much more freely and
assume a much greater meaning in this chamber than they do in the confines of my classroom at

school. Gradually, I introduce my visitors to Richard Henry Lee, the Virginian who proposed the
resolution on independence. Moving behind one of the delegate tables I attempt to take them back
to June 7, 1776, by resurrecting Lee's spirit with his words: That these united colonies are, and of
right ought to be, free and independent states. That all political connection between them and the

State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved!
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